WAREHAM WALLS WAILK ~ POINT 2, WEST WALLS

THE VIKING THREAT

The Vikings first came to England in AD 787, landed at Portland
and killed the Reeve of Dorchester who mistook them for
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roads and bridges were kept in good order. The grid-like street
pattern was laid out at this time and the town then consisted of
simple houses clustered along the main streets, and the quayside.
There was a nunnery and a large convent church (Lady St Mary)
overlooking the river. It is likely that the Crown owned land and
property in the town where tribute to the king in the form of rents,
crops and food was stored.

BLOODY BANK

This stretch of the walls is so-called after two grizzly and e :

gruesome episodes. In 1213, a hermit known as Peter de Pomfret Judge Jeffries £

and his son were allegedly tied to a horse’s tail and dragged
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Alfred, king of Wessex, devised a policy both
during and after this turbulent period to
strengthen his kingdom by establishing
‘fortified’sites (burh). These were strategically
placed to guard the main route-ways and

to ensure that his people were no more

than 20 miles from a safe refuge in time of
need. Documentary sources imply that by
AD 875, massive earthen banks had been
constructed around three sides of Wareham.

Four hundred years later, following the
Monmouth uprising in 1685, Judge Jeffries . .
at Dorchester Assizes sentenced five Dorset r i
rebels to be 'hung, drawn and quartered’ Severed heads of the executed rebels
in the same place. The severed heads were
displayed on a wooden tower set up on in
the middle of the town.

In the 1830s Bloody Bank was lowered and the soil used to fill in
the ditch below so that a road could be constructed to the new
workhouse on the western outskirts of the town. This building
housed the poor and destitute from a wide area around Wareham.

BIODIVERSITY HOT SPOT
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Post-Roman

The Walls are a Scheduled Ancient Monument. It is an offence to do damage to them in any way.
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Hermit Peter de Pomfret and his son being dragged to their execution at Bloody Bank
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Wareham Town Walls are managed by Purbeck District Council for the Manor of Wareham
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